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An Coimisihn PleanAla

Strategic In&wbucture Development
GI Marlborough Street
Dublin 1

jime: q:It By: 260235

n/aYour reE

256 hhy 2026

Re: Section 182E Consultation Request - FHantown Solar Farm Proposed Grid Connection, Friarstown, County
Carlow.

Dear Sir/Madam,

MKO, on behalf of our clienl Elgin Encrbv Services Ltd., (“the prospective Applicant”), are seeking to enter into
consultations with An Coimismn Plcanala (ACP or the Commission) under Sectiun 182E of the Planning and
Development Act 21X}0, &s amended, (“the Act”), in relation to proposed 110kV electrical infrastructure which
will facilitate the connection of the permitted Friarstown Solar Farm (Pl. Ref. 22/149) to the National Grid via the
permitted llOkV ]\{oanalou' Substation and grid connection (ACP Ref. 322690) (the Proposed Development) on
lands in the townland of Friarstown, County Carlow.

This cover letter provides details of the Prospective Applicant, Proposed Development IncaUon , relevant Planning
History and a development description of the Proposed Development. Finally, this letter presents an assessment

of the Propt)sed Dcvclt)pment against St:ction 182A of the Act it is concludcd that the Prtiptiscd Development
does not fall within the scope of Section 182(1) of the Act for the reasons detailed below

Prospective Applicant

The prospective Apph€_ant for the Proposed Development, Elgin Energy Services Ltd, is a leading global solar
energy company with an extensive portfobo of projects across the UK and Ireland.

Proposed Development Summary

The optimal design of the Proposed Development is still under review, with various studies and assessments

required tt) inn)rm the preferred grid ct)nncc’tion design underway. The grid connection layout will ct)nsist of the
pro\lsion of a new customer substation with a 33k\7-1 10k\’ step-up transformer with a 33kV underground cable
connecUf )n k) the permitted Faustown Solar Farm (Pl. Ref. 22/149) and a 110k\’ 'IJnder thc Fence’ cable
connection to the permitted Ilt)kV ]\Toanalr IW Substation (ACP Ref. 322690). Further detail of the proposed grid
connection is pro\'idcd below

Proposed Development Incation

Drawing 83+FRIAltSTO\\N-009 enclosed a'; Appendix A illustrates the site of the Proposed Devclopment. The
Proposed DevIlopment site is locate(1 on lands immediately nt)rthwcst t)f the permitted Moanalob' Substation,
approximately 2.2km southwest of Killerig and 8km east of Carlow town, Co. Carlow (Refer k) Appendix A,
enclosed). Thr Proposed De\Tlnpmt'nt site and the adjacent lands of Lhc permitted FrianLown Solar Farm consist
of agrIcultural land with land-use in the wider landscape comprising a mix t)f agriculture, fort'sUy and one-oR
housing.
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Planning History

Tahlu I bt'krw details the relevant planning history of the permitted Friarstnwn Solar Farm (Pl. Ref. 22/149) and
the permitted Nlt)analc)w 110k\’ SubstaU(in (ACP Ref. 322690).

Planning pcrmissit)n f(ir the Friarstown S(ilar Farm on a 68.8 ha site win granted by Carlo\\’ Ct)unt}’ Council
('CCC’) on 19/1)5/2023 subject to 28 no. planning conditions under Planning Application Ref. no. 22/4 19 (the '2022

)1 f m planl nI)1Lg 1

Planning pt'rmis;sit)n for the M(ranal(iw Ilt)kV Substation and grid connection was granted by ACP on the
19/12/2025 under secUr)n 182A (1) of the Act (ACP Ref. 322690. This application was made on f(x)t of pre-
application discussiiDns with the Commissi(in under ACP-31947(124 ft)r a proposed 11(ik\7 electrical substation
and grid cc)nnccUon, where the Commission decided that the de\'elopmcInt would fall wIthin the scopc of section
182/\ of the Act and would be strategic infrastructure.

bible I Narrnil

I

Substation and
associated Connection

Options

Solar and Storage Park
Development

SiMet
and Storage Park at lands in
Friarsto\\’n and Ardnehuc, Co
Carlow
'I-(iwnlands of Ardcnhuc' &
Friarsto\\’n, Co. Carlow

[!BbFiij
20/(Xi/2022

N/A

Granted 19/t).5/21}23

by Carlow CC
subject to 28
conditions

Granted by Carlo\r
CC subject to 2ti
conditions on the

24/CD/2024

Granted by ACP

19/12/2025 subject
to 14 conditions

18/05/2033

Solar PV

Developmenl 38kV
Substation and Battery
EncrJ

Proposed 1 10kV
Electrical Substation
and Grid Connection

Grangeford Old and Friarsto\\’n,
Co. Carlow, R93 PX.5 1

23AD/2034

I/)catcd \\lthin tht' tO\VIll.il11(1-I oI

Friarstoun, Grangeford Old,
Grangeford, Moanalow,
Glenoge, Rathnashannagh,
Inchisland or Nloatalusha,
Rathtoe, Kellisto\\n East,

Ballycurragh and Kellistown
Wesl County Carlow

19/12/2035

Development Description

The opdmal design of the Proposed Development is still under review; however, the grid connection layout will
consist of the provision of a new customer substation with a 33k\’-1 10kV ster>up transformer with a 33k\ /
underground cable connection to the permitted Friantown Solar Farm (Pl. Ref. 22/149) and a 110k\’ 'Under the
Fence’ cable connection to the permitted 1 ll+kV Moanalo lv Substation (ACP Ref. 322690). Refer to drawing no.
83+FRIARSTo\\fN-007 endclsed as Appendix B for the prc)posed grid connection site layc)ut. Refer to Figure 1
bel(}w which provides an extract c)f drawing no. 834-FRIARST(J\VN-007

The transfornrcr compound would operate m an Independent Power Producer (IPP) facility which would be
linked to the pcrmiucd Friantown Solar Farm. Tbc medium voltage (MV) power generated by the permitted
Friarstown Solar Farm would be 'stepped up’ to llOkV in order to connect to the adjacent permitted llOk\i
Nloanalo\\' substatit )rl.

The propI)sed grid connection will consist of the construction bf a new customer substation with a 33k\’-llOk\:
stc:pup trans& inner bn lands adjacent to the permitted Friarsk)wn solar farm with a 33k\’ undcrgTound cable
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connection from the permitted solar farm site to the new customer substation and a llOkV 'IJnder the Fence
cable connection from the new customer substation to a 110kV bay within the adjacent permitted Moanalow
110kV substation cc}mpound (ACP Ref. 322690)

Fbrmitted 1 10kV

Figure 1 Proposed grid connection layout

Local Planning Policy Context

The Carlow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (hereafter Development Plan) was adopted by the Council’s
Elected Members on 2:3rd May 2022 and shall have effect from 4th July 2022. Climate change mitigation and
adaptation objectives have been incorporated into the policies of the Development Plan. Chapter 7 of the
Development Plan sets out the aim to combat climate change and its impacts in the County by promoting and
supporting policies and objectives which contribute towards a transition to a low carbon and climate resilient
future, and which focus on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and energy demands through appropriate and
effective climate mitigaUon and adaptation measures. The Development Plan sets out a number of Overarching
Policies and Objectives relating to Climate Action and Renewable Energy including the following:

CA VI. Supl)oN the bansidon of the Cbualy to a calrrpetiUve, low carbon clirrpte testbed and
environnrentally $t6hinatle econalrry by a)SO, by way of reduchw greenhouse gases, increasiR
renewable el?e/gB and in$xvvbR energy efficiency.
RE PI: l:ncouRge and facilitate the prnducbon of energy bulb renewable sources, such as hvr11 \and,
solar, bioenergy, hydroelectricity, and geothenItal subject to call$>liarlee with proper plarrnhR and
environQlentiJ considerations.

RE Ol: Seek to achieve a njdnrurr1 of 130bl\V of renewable elecbicity irl the aunty by all), by
anaL>ling renewatIe energy developrpnb, and tlPouglr ufcro-g'neratkn irrclucEIK rooftop solar, yarra,
hydu}electric and bioeneRy conrbined heat and power (ViP).

Tht:re is sac]ng pt)licy support at local level for the dcvelopment of renewable energy projects such as the permitted
Friarstown SDlar Farm. The Proposed Development will facilitate the connection of the permitted so lar farm to
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the National Grid via the permitted 11(lk\' Nlt)analt)w Substation (ACP Ref. 322690) and will contHbute towards
the 130NI\\’ Ct)unC>'-wide renewable clcctncity generation target

Section 182A Assessment

IIKO ct)nsidt'r that the Prtrposed Dcvclr)pment does not fall within the scope of SecUr)n 182(1) bf the Act, based
upon the dcnniut)n of electricity transmission as set out in Subsection 9 of Section 182A

"In this section 'kanvrtKsicxr’ in nlaticn to electricity, shall be cul$trued in accwrlance vHthyecticn 2(1)
of the HectNcity R€€ulaticrr 4d ISt+9 but, for the purposes of this section the_foregc>iv expression in
relation to electricity, shall dst> be construed as heQniIK the transport of electricity by heaDS on
(a) a hW1 wjtqge hire where the w)IUge would be 1 10 l£ilovalts or hue, or
(b) an intpnannectcr, vv+rather Ohnentrip of the intercarnectw Val] be vested in the undertaker or riot”

Section 2(1) of thc Elccuicit\’ Regulation Act 1999 defines “transmission” in relation to electricity &s follows:

cILt' trdnspc)rt of electricity by rI?c€riis of atransrhiwicin s}6teITb that is to say a s)'steIn which cnnsists,

h+lolly or nHhrly, of high volUgt' lint\\ and electricplant and which is used for conveying electricity fri,in
a genoHtiw station to a sutstaticn, fnxn aire geneHtiq sUtian to another, fraII aire sutBUtion to another
or to or 1}vI11 ally ink'rc(xvrector or to final cust(yhers, but shall not include any such lint\s \v+rich the
Board RIa)', burn aRP to Gure, will the aplyvvdl of the Cbnfnissian, specify as barK Nrt of the
distlibuUcn OstenD but shall include any intercollnector owned by the Boald.”

Distribution is defined as

"Ite transport of c'lochicity by nouns of a disbibution system, that is to say, a system \v+rich consists of
('locale lin(\\, electric plant, tnrnsR#nrers and s latch goal and which is used fw conwyhu- elec&icit}, to
final cust(Rrrers. ”

Electric plant is defined as

“ally plant apparatus or WI>hance used for, or for the pur'pcnes CIWrected \\4th, the geneHti%
tranvlfwian, distribution or SUpply of electricity other than -
(a) An electric line
(b) a rrrett'i used for ascedaining the

(c) quantity of electricRy supplied to any pre&Psm, or (c) an electrical wphcant under the
canalI of a carrsUrrpr”.

E„SB (Electronic Ct)mmunications Networks) Act 20 14 Section 4(1) an Electric line is defined as:

any line \thick is used solely or ahor4st other tliBS for canyirB- elecblcity for ally puIposed arId as
inclucjU -

(a) ally support for any such line, that is to say, any structure, pale or other thing in, on, by or froh b+lick
any such lille a?a)' be s\©poned, carried or suspended,
(b) any apparatus connected to u associqted with any such ]tile for the purpose of carryirK electricity or
electNrrjc coWhuricdtions services, Whether such qJparatus is owned by the Board or by any calj\parry
uIl*nvd to in section 2 or by a coltann}, which has been FRnvicled access or $erviceq refenvd to iII section
3, or

Any WiN, cable, tube, pipe or sill$1aF thing (indudhg its casting or coating which is used for the purpose
of canyhB elecUicity or elecbuVc couprrunica6ons services arId hIricII surrounds or supports or is
sunrruncled or supported by, or is installed in close prvxhtjty ta, cx is supported, carried or suspended
in as st)elated \atlb any such line."
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It is NiKO’s professional opinion that the Proposed Development does not constitute strategic infrastructure under
Section 182/\ of the Planning and Development Act 2000, m amended, as it does not form part of the transmission
network at the permitted Moanalow substation

The proposed 33k\LI IOk\F step-up transformer and associated 110 kV 'Under the Fence’ connection would
facilitate connection of the Friarstt)wn St)lirr Farm tt) the transmission grid, but it will not function u part of the
grid or become a new node in the transmission grid

The Proposed Development is relatively minor in scale and extent. It does not alter the nature or function of the
permitted Moanalc)\v substation. Rather, the proposed transfDrmer compound compriscs a Independent Power
Producer (IPP) facility, associated with the permitted Friarstown solar farm to step up the voltage of the power
generated by the solar farm to 110kV for export to the grid via the permitted Nloanalow substation. The term
'Transformer Compound’ or IPP is used to distinguish it from larger scale electrical infrastructure in substations
which dD act as nodes in the national grid. The Proposed Development will only serve the permitted solar farm,
and it will serve no funcUon with regard to the operation of the transmission network.

NIKO theron)re request'i t)n behalf bf the applicant to enter ink) pre-application consultaUon with ACP k) for nully
determine if the proposed 33k\7-110k\T stel>up transformer and associated 110 kV 'Under the Fence’ connection
tc) the adjacent NJoanalow substation falls outside the scc)pc of Section 182A of the Act

Relevant Precedent

Table 2 below details several precedent SID determinations made by An Coimisian PIeanala under S182A in
respect t}f comparable grid connecUt)ns consisting of a 110kV step-up transformer with misociated IIO kV cable
connections to existing or proposed 110 kV substations. In all the precedent cases detailed below, the Proposed
De\'elopmI tnt was determined by ACP in not falling within the scope of Section 182A. These precedenLs are set
out in Table 2 below.

Table 2 An
ACP Ref.
No

Plearrala Receded osos
Ix)cation Development Description

321201

320197-24

31939&24

31939524
319157-24

31&191-23

316369-23

315827-23

31&lOG22

31201 X21

Kildare
Cla I't '

Galway
Kilkt'111rv

Donegal
Kern’
Limerick
C;al\va\’

Sligo

Longford

Transformer Compound
Transformer Compound
Transformer Compound
Transformer Compound
Transformer Compound
Transformer Comp(lund
Generator Trans&)rmer Ct)mpc)und

Step ITp Transformer & Grid C(rnnecbon
38k\’ to 110k\F Step Up Transformer
Transformer Compound

10/12/2024
06/1 1/2024

22/07/2024

16/07/2024

28/05/2024

27/03/2024

14/06/2023

c) IAxj/2023

01/1 1/2022

15/02/2022

N( )t SID
Nt)[ SII)
Nf it SID

Not SII)
Not SID
Nc)I Fill)

Not SID
Not SII )
Not SID
Nc )t SII)

Conclusion

It is NIKO’s professional opinion that the Proposed Development does not fall within the scopc of Serbon 182/\
of the Act and we 1(rok fc)lward ttl the determinati€)n of ACP in this regard. In support CIf this request, we havc
endosed the following documenb;

• Site LocaUt)n Nlap (Drawing No. 83+Friarstounl)09)
• Site Laytlut Map (Drawing No. 834-Friwstown{107)

The statutt try fee of C4,St)t) has been paid by our client'; by Elcctronic Funds Transfer to ACP ft Jr the detcnninatic )n
of this case (Please see Appendix C ft)r prt)of of payment). \Ve understand that C3,500 may be refunded if no pre-
application c(Jnsultation meeting is held or if no mc)rtl than one meeting with AC-P is required
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Yours sincercjy,

(

\ye trust the abI)vc is in r)rder and look ft)r\yard to hearing ht)m ACP further in due cours€

Irance;ca%&osntt
Francesca Rowson
Senior Planner
M(0
Email: Ir(JWSt )nD’mkoirt'land.ie

Enclosed

>

>

>

Appendix A
Appendix B
Appendix C

Site Locadt)n \lap (Drawing No. 83+Friarstownl)tD)
Site Layout Map (Drawing No. 83+Friarstown-tX17)
PrOI)f of fee payment
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+ BARCLAYS

Payment Detail Report

CrIterIa may have been appIIed to thIS view Please refer to the last page for more InformatIon

CIIent name BAGGOT ENERGY SERV

TransactIon reference BX26052578398557 Payment amount 4500 00 EUR Value date
number

25/05/2026 UETR d881ebb2.4011
4151-a751
fb6 5c909653c

Track and tram - External bank payment hIstory

Date and tIme ActIon

25/05/2026 10.27:46 BST Processed by
Originator

25/05/2026 10 27'46 BST Processing by
BeneficIary

Creation details

CreatIon date 25/05/2026
Creator name MARK O'DEA

CreatIon method Input Payment
Channel created in IPortal

Bank name/BIC

Barclays Bank Ireland

AID BANK

Debit detaIls

Debit account number/IBAN 46934300
Bank Identifier BARCIE2D

Account name EES LIMITED EUR

Legal entIty name ELGIN ENERGY SERVICES LIMITED

Branch Barclays Ireland
Debit amount 4500 00 EUR

Benefidary details

BeneficIary name
Beneficiary account no/IBAN
BeneficIary bank IdentIfIer type

Beneficiary bank identIfier
BeneficIary bank name

BeneficIary bank address
Beneficiary bank country

BeneficIary address
Beneficiary country
New benefIciary warnIng

AN COIMISIUN PLEANALA
IE70AIBK931 05500316067
SWIFTBIC

AIBKIE2D
AIB BANK

AIBIO MOLESWORTH STREET CO DUBLIN, IRELAND
Ireland
DubIIn

Ireland
Yes

Payment detaIls

Priority payment
Payment confIdential marker

Payment amount
Payment type
Status
Value date

ExecutIon date

Charges
Bank reference

Payments detaIls

No
No

4500.00 EUR

Currency/InternatIonal payment
Processed
25/05/2026
25/05/2026

Shared
001261

SID PRE APP FEE

Completion details

Debit account detaIls EES LIMITED EUR/BARCIE2D/46934300

DebIt amount 4500 00 EUR

Payment amount 4500 00 EUR
Value date 25/05/2026

Actual exchange rate

Cross4urrentv calculations are at indiative rates
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Format

Actionable by me

Created by me
Value date

Transaction reference number

Page break
Errors and warnIngs InclusIon

Payment history inclusion
User

PDF

No

No

25/05/2026

BX26052578398557

No

No

No

Mark K O'Dea

Report requested date. 25/05/2026 10 57 05 (BST)

AN COIMISIRPTrIAI-I

26 MAY 2026

LTR DATED_ FROM --n•_=US
ACP
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